
INTEGRATIVE THINKING RUBRIC 
The ability to synthesize knowledge across mul�ple domains, modes of inquiry, historical periods, and perspec�ves, as well as the ability to iden�fy 
linkages between exis�ng knowledge and new informa�on. Individuals who engage in integra�ve thinking are able to transfer knowledge within 
and beyond their current contexts. 

Criterion Descrip�on  Not Demonstrated (0) Developing (1) Sa�sfactory (2) Exemplary (3) 
IT1: Synthesis Synthesizes 

knowledge across 
mul�ple 
domains, modes 
of inquiry, 
historical periods, 
or disciplinary 
perspec�ves. 

• Fails to combine or 
apply knowledge, 
skills, abili�es, 
theories, or 
methodologies of 
mul�ple disciplines. 

• Knowledge, skills, 
abili�es, theories, or 
methodologies from 
mul�ple disciplines are 
combined or applied in 
a rudimentary, 
mechanis�c way 
and/or integrated 
through superficial 
criteria.  

• Response may include: 
concepts and theories 
presented as mater of 
fact; no evidence that 
purpose of mul�-
disciplinary approach 
was considered; 
misconcep�ons are 
evident. * 

• Knowledge, skills, 
abili�es, theories, or 
methodologies from 
mul�ple disciplines are 
combined or applied 
adequately with 
appropriate emphasis. 

• Response may include: 
use of metaphor, 
conceptual framework, 
causal explana�ons, or 
other devices provides 
evidence of growing 
understanding; purpose 
of mul�-disciplinary 
approach present, but 
not completely 
addressed; and/or no 
major misconcep�ons 
are evident. * 

• Knowledge, skills, 
abili�es, theories, or 
methodologies from 
mul�ple disciplines are 
combined or applied and 
balanced coherently, 
elegantly, and crea�vely, 
resul�ng in a hybrid form 
or new insight. 

• Response may include: 
use of metaphor, 
conceptual framework, 
causal explana�ons, or 
other devices 
demonstrates a clear and 
mature understanding; 
purpose for mul�-
disciplinary approach is 
fully ar�culated; and/or 
no misconcep�ons are 
evident. * 

IT2: 
Connec�ons 

Iden�fies 
connec�ons 
between exis�ng 
knowledge and 
new informa�on. 

• Connec�ons 
between students’ 
prior knowledge and 
new informa�on are 
not present. 

• Connec�ons between 
students’ prior 
knowledge and new 
informa�on are 
present, but not 
ar�culated clearly or 
thoroughly. 

• Connec�ons between 
students’ prior 
knowledge and new 
informa�on are clearly 
and thoroughly 
ar�culated. 

• Connec�ons between 
students’ prior knowledge 
and new informa�on are 
complex, integrated, and 
ar�culated clearly and 
thoroughly. 
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